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Department of Political Science
Morigaon College(A)
Syllabus: UG 1st Semester

Semester [

Course Title Introduction to Political Theory
Course Code POL-CORE-(MJ/MN)-MC-0100104
Nature of the Course MAJOR/MINOR

Total Credits 4

Distribution of Marks 40(INT)+60(ESE)

No. of required classes: 60
Course Objectives:

This course aims to introduce the students to the idea of political theory, its history and
approaches, and an assessment of its critical and contemporary trends.

It is also designed to introduce the basic concepts of political theory.

The course also attempts reconcile political theory and practice through reflections on
the ideas and practices related to democracy.

Course Outcomes:

After completing the course students will be better equipped to understand the key
concepts in political theory and various related conceptual categories.

They will also be in a better position to engage in application of concepts and understand
the limitations.

It will also help in developing critical thinking regarding the functioning of the political
system in relation to the context the students are situated in.

The foundation for understanding the contemporary political developments would also
be laid down by the course.

Unit

Content

Unitl

Political Theory
a) Whatis Politics: theorizing the ‘Political’
b) What is Political Theory? Its Nature and Scope
c) Significance and Decline of Political Theory

Unit Il

Tradition and Approaches of Political Theory
a) Traditions- Liberal, Marxist
b) Approaches- Normative, Historical and Empirical
c) Critical and contemporary Perspectives in Political Theory- Feminist and
Post-Modern

Unit III Basic Concepts

a) State- Origin and Nature of State
b) Sovereignty- Concepts and Theories
c) Law, Liberty, Equality, Justice

Unit IV Government and Democracy

a) Classification and forms of Government

b) Unitary vs. Federal form of Government, Parliamentary vs. Presidential
form of Government

c¢) Democracy: Concept, Types and Critiques




Suggested Readings:

Bellamy, R. (1993). Introduction: The demise and rise of political theory. In R. Bellamy (Ed.), Theories
and concepts of politics (pp. 1-14). Manchester University Press.

Bhargava, R. (2008). What is political theory. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political theory: An
introduction (pp. 2-16). Pearson Longman.Bhargava, R. (2008). Why do we need political theory? In
R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political theory: An introduction (pp- 17-36). Pearson Longman.
Heywood, A. (2019). Politics (5th ed.). Palgrave Macmillan.

Mukherijee, S., & Ramaswami, S. (1999). What is political theory. In A history of political thought: Plato
to Marx (pp. 1-8). Prentice Hall of India.

Mukhopadhyay, A. K. (2019). An introduction to political theory. Sage Publications.

Sabine, G. H. (1939). What is a political theory? The Journal of Politics, 1(1), 1-16.

Asirvatham, E., & Misra, K. K. (1998). Political theory (pp- 20-39). Upper India Publishing.

Callinicos, A. (2004). Marxism and politics. In A. Leftwich (Ed.), What is politics? (pp. 53-65). Polity
Press.

Corrin, C. (1999). Feminist perspectives on politics (pp. 1-18). Routledge.

Dryzek, J. S., Honig, B., & Phillips, A. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of political theory. Oxford
University Press.

Gauba, 0. P. (2009). An introduction to political theory (pp. 80-93). Macmillan Publishers India.
Menon, N. (2008). Gender. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political theory: An introduction (pp.
224-235). Pearson Longman.

Sanders, D. (1995). Behavioral analysis. In D. Marsh & G. Stoker (Eds.), Theory and methods in political
science (pp. 58-75). Macmillan.

Squires, J. (2004). Politics beyond boundaries: A feminist perspective. In A. Leftwich (Ed.), What is
politics? (pp. 119-134). Polity Press.

Acharya, A. (2008). Equality. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political theory: An introduction (pp.
58-73). Pearson Longman.

Das, S. (2008). State. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political theory: An introduction (pp. 170-
187). Pearson Longman.

Kymlicka, W. (2002). Contemporary political philosophy: An introduction (2nd ed.). Oxford University
Press.

Menon, K. (2008). Justice. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political theory: An introduction (pp. 74-
82). Pearson Longman.

Rawls, J. (1971). A theory of justice. Harvard University Press.

Shorten, A. (2008). Nation and state. In C. McKinnon (Ed.), Issues in political theory (pp. 33-55). Oxford
University Press.

Sriranjani, V. (2008). Liberty. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political theory: An introduction (pp.
40-57). Pearson Longman.

Talukdar, P. S. (2008). Rights. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political theory: An introduction (pp.
88-105). Pearson Longman.

Acharya, A. (2008). Affirmative action. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political theory: An
introduction (pp. 298-307). Pearson Longman.

Arblaster, A. (1994). Democracy (2nd ed.). Open University Press.

Christiano, T. (2008). Democracy. In C. McKinnon (Ed.), Issues in political theory (pp. 80-96). Oxford
University Press.

Dahl, R. A. (1989). Democracy and its critics. Yale University Press.

Sen, A. (2003). Freedom favours development. In R. Dahl, 1. Shapiro, & A. J. Cheibub (Eds.), The
democracy sourcebook (pp. 444-446). MIT Press.

Sethi, A. (2008). Freedom of speech and the question of censorship. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya
(Eds.), Political theory: An introduction (pp. 308-319). Pearson Longman.

Srinivasan, J. (2008). Democracy. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political theory: An introduction
(pp- 106-128). Pearson Longman.



Fadia, B. L., & Fadia, K. (2021). Public administration: Administrative theories and concepts. Sahitya
Bhawan Publications.

Frederickson, H. G. (2010). Social equity and public administration: Origins, developments, and
applications. M.E. Sharpe.

Henry, N. (2017). Public administration and public affairs (13th ed.). Routledge.
Maheshwari, S. R. (2002). Administrative theories. Allied Publishers.
Medury, U. (2010). Public administration in the globalization era. Orient BlackSwan.

Prasad, D. R, Prasad, V. S., Satyanarayana, P., & Pardhasaradhi, Y. (Eds.). (2010). Administrative
thinkers (2nd rev. ed.). Sterling Publishers.

Sapru, R. K. (2018). Public policy: Formulation, implementation and evaluation (3rd ed.). Sterling
Publishers.

Shafritz, ]. M., Hyde, A. C., & Parkes, S. ]. (Eds.). (2016). Classics of public administration (8th ed.).
Cengage Learning.

Singh, S. (2016). Governance: Issues and challenges. Sage Publications.



SEMESTER I

Course Title Gender Sensitization
Course Code SEC-POL-MC-0100103
Nature of Course Major + Minor

Total Credits B3

Distribution of Marks 45(End-Sem) +30 (In-Sem)

Course Objectives:

e The course will sensitize students to issues related to gender and its related concepts.
e [t will provide them with the tools and skills to develop and integrate a gendered
perspective in work and life.

Course Outcomes:
The outcomes of the course may be as follows:

e Students will have developed a better understanding of important issues related to
gender in contemporary India.

e Students will develop a sense of appreciation and respect for women in all walks of life.

e It will help students to understand violence against women and also, at the same time
aware them about the provisions in the Indian Constitution that provide protection and
relief to women.

Unit-I: Introducing Sex and Gender

a. Concept of sex and gender

b. Social construction of gender

c. Gender Role and Sexual Division of Labour
Unit-11: Basic Concepts

a. Patriarchy

b. Gender Socialization

c. Gender Inequality

Unit-III: Gender in Social Institution

a. Family

b. Caste

c. Class
Suggested Readings:

Abbott, et.al. 2005. Introduction to Sociology: A Feminist Perspective, Routledge: London



Holmes, M.2007. What is Gender? Its Approaches, Sage Publication: New Delhi

Philcher, J and Whelehan, 1. 2004. Fifty Key Concepts in Gender Studies, Sage Publication:
New Delhi

Jones, E.A. and Olson, G.A. 1991. The Gender Reader, Allyn and Bacon: USA

Hirschon, R. 1984 “Introduction: Property, Power and Gender Relations” in R. Hirschon(ed.)
Women and Property, Beckenham: Croom Helm.

Jaggar, A. 1983. Feminist Politics and Human Nature, Brighton: The Harvester Press.

Engels, F. 1972. The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State, London.



