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READING LIST 
Unit 1: Sociology: Discipline and Perspectives

UNIT NO. UNIT CONTENT NO. OF CLASSES- 45

Unit 1: Emergence of 
Sociological Theory: 

a. Meaning and Nature of 
sociological theory. 
b. Formation process of 
sociological theory. 
c. Levels of theorization 
  

9

Unit 2: Karl Marx a. Materialist Conception 
of History 
b. Class and Class 
Struggle, Capital and 
Surplus Value 
c. Alienation 

12

Unit 3 Emile Durkheim a. Rules of Sociological 
Method 
b. Collective Conscience 
and Solidarity 
c. Suicide 
d. Elementary Forms of 
Religious Life

12

Course Code: SOC-CORE-(MN)-MC-0300104



Unit 1: Emergence of Sociological Theory 

Inkeles, A. (1976). What is sociology? An introduction to the discipline and profession. New Delhi: Prentice Hall 
of India. 

Mills, C. W. (1959). The sociological imagination. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Berger, P. L. (1963). Invitation to sociology: A humanistic perspective. New York: Anchor Books. 

Ritzer, G. (1996). Sociological theory. New York: McGraw-Hill. 

Turner, J. H. (1998). The structure of sociological theory. Belmont: Wadsworth Publishing. 

Unit 2: Karl Marx 

Marx, K., & Engels, F. (1848). The communist manifesto. London: Penguin Classics. 

Marx, K. (1867). Capital: A critique of political economy (Vol. 1). Moscow: Progress Publishers. 

Marx, K. (1844). Economic and philosophic manuscripts of 1844. Moscow: Progress Publishers. 

McLellan, D. (Ed.). (2000). Karl Marx: Selected writings. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Singer, P. (2000). Marx: A very short introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Unit 3: Emile Durkheim 

Durkheim, E. (1895). The rules of sociological method. New York: Free Press. 

Durkheim, E. (1897). Suicide: A study in sociology. New York: Free Press. 

Durkheim, E. (1893). The division of labour in society. New York: Free Press. 

Durkheim, E. (1912). The elementary forms of religious life. New York: Free Press. 

Lukes, S. (1973). Emile Durkheim: His life and work. London: Penguin. 

Unit 4: Max Weber 

Weber, M. (1922). Economy and society. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Unit 4 : Max Weber a. Verstehen, Ideal Types, 
Social Action 
b. Power, Authority and 
Bureaucracy 
c. The Protestant Ethic and 
the Spirit of Capitalism 

12



Weber, M. (1905). The protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism. London: Routledge. 

Gerth, H. H., & Mills, C. W. (Eds.). (1946). From Max Weber: Essays in sociology. New York: Oxford University 
Press. 

Bendix, R. (1960). Max Weber: An intellectual portrait. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
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